
GIDAMARRA SPRING

Interpretive Sign Concepts  –  Revision A
Issued 15 December 2021

© Creative Spaces, 2021. 
This publication, and the content contained within, is subject to copyright. 
Please seek permission before sharing this publication with a third party.



Gidamarra Springs  —  Interpretive Signage  —  Concepts 01

Concept 

To encourage visitors to explore right 
around the Spring we are proposing to 
scatter the interpretation around the site. 

The first sign 'Welcome to Nanda Country' 
would be adjacent to the entry and include 
artwork as per the example provided below.

The 'Apa is Life' interpretive sign would sit 
opposite to the welcome sign.

The curved seating area could include 
carved water-related Nanda words into the 
decking for visitors to read whilst sitting.

Small pillars around the Spring would 
include flora and fauna information and 
again, would include illustrations by a 
Nanda artist.

Key:
1  �Welcome to Nanda Country 

interpretive sign

2  Apa is Life interpretive sign

3  The Land Provides post signs

4  Water-related Nanda words

5  Curved bench seating
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Colour palette

Graphic Style

The overall style we are proposing to apply 
through the sign graphics is something 
gentle and calming in nature. This has been 
achieved through the use of a earthy colour 
palette and display typeface.

The colour palette is inspired by the 
colours found in the landscape. Spring 
Blue represents water, Ochre represents 
land, and Sunset represents the sky. These 
colours compliment the green hues of the 
spring area itself and allow the signage to 
stand out amongst the landscape.

A perforated feature is proposed for the 
Angled Interpretive Signage to mimic the 
flow and organic nature of water.

Placeholder icons have been used to 
demonstrate the room available for artwork.

Spring Blue

Typefaces

IM Fell DW Pica // Headings, feature text

Aa Bb Cc Dd Ee Ff Gg Hh Ii Jj Kk Ll Mm Nn� Oo 
Pp Q q Rr Ss Tt Uu Vv Ww Xx Yy Zz 
0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 & ! ? * –  . ,

Raleway // Body text, and any small text such as captions

Aa Bb Cc Dd Ee Ff Gg Hh Ii Jj Kk Ll Mm Nn� 
OoPp Qq Rr Ss Tt Uu Vv Ww Xx Yy Zz 
0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 & ! ? * –  . ,

Ochre WhiteSunset
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Welcome to Nanda Country
The Nanda people have occupied  
the Northampton–Kalbarri region  
for thousands of years.

Their ancestral lands extend from the ocean to the 
desert, made up of a myriad of environments that may 
appear harsh and dangerous to the uninitiated. The 
Nanda share a deep connection with the land and 
waters of this region, particularly the Murchison River, 
the mouth of which was an important meeting place.

Today’s Nanda identify themselves under Nanda 
traditional law and custom, sharing a common  
history and language. They descend from a group  
of six ancestors: Jilba, Venus, Mary Jane Batt, Brindy,  
Alice McMurray and Polly. 

In 2018, a Native Title determination recognised that this 
is Nanda country and returned the land to its original 
custodians. The Nanda welcome you to their country  
and hope to share their culture and history with you.

Bulimaya – Gidamarra Spring           •           Ajana – Murchison House Station           •           Jibeenewajar Spring – Meanarra Hill           •           Nunginjay Spring – Ellendale Pool 

Signage Overview

Kurlanu
anrp/ ns/

A bush potato/bush onion that

 

has a big, long hard stem with 

 

you can pick the fruit and

  

ANGLED INTERPRETIVE SIGN POST-MOUNTED SIGN
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Bulimaya – Gidamarra Spring         •         Ajana – Murchison House Station         •         Jibeenewajar Spring – Meanarra Hill         •         Nunginjay Spring – Ellendale Pool

Welcome to Nanda Country
The Nanda people have occupied  
the Northampton–Kalbarri region  
for thousands of years.

Their ancestral lands extend from the ocean to the 
desert, made up of a myriad of environments that may 
appear harsh and dangerous to the uninitiated. The 
Nanda share a deep connection with the land and 
waters of this region, particularly the Murchison River, 
the mouth of which was an important meeting place.

Today’s Nanda identify themselves under Nanda 
traditional law and custom, sharing a common  
history and language. They descend from a group  
of six ancestors: Jilba, Venus, Mary Jane Batt, Brindy,  
Alice McMurray and Polly. 

In 2018, a Native Title determination recognised that this 
is Nanda country and returned the land to its original 
custodians. The Nanda welcome you to their country  
and hope to share their culture and history with you. N
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Welcome to Nanda Country
The Nanda people have occupied  
the Northampton–Kalbarri region  
for thousands of years.

Their ancestral lands extend from the ocean to the 
desert, made up of a myriad of environments that may 
appear harsh and dangerous to the uninitiated. The 
Nanda share a deep connection with the land and 
waters of this region, particularly the Murchison River, 
the mouth of which was an important meeting place.

Today’s Nanda identify themselves under Nanda 
traditional law and custom, sharing a common  
history and language. They descend from a group  
of six ancestors: Jilba, Venus, Mary Jane Batt, Brindy,  
Alice McMurray and Polly. 

In 2018, a Native Title determination recognised that this 
is Nanda country and returned the land to its original 
custodians. The Nanda welcome you to their country  
and hope to share their culture and history with you.

Bulimaya – Gidamarra Spring           •           Ajana – Murchison House Station           •           Jibeenewajar Spring – Meanarra Hill           •           Nunginjay Spring – Ellendale Pool 

FRONT-ON VIEW SIDE VIEW

Welcome to  
Nanda Country

Sign tag:
G_1.01

Sign type:
Angled Interpretive Sign

Other notes:
Artwork is placeholder only. It is indicative 
of the space available for artwork.
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Bulimaya – Gidamarra Spring         •         Ajana – Murchison House Station         •         Jibeenewajar Spring – Meanarra Hill         •         Nunginjay Spring – Ellendale Pool

Welcome to Nanda Country
The Nanda people have occupied  
the Northampton–Kalbarri region  
for thousands of years.

Their ancestral lands extend from the ocean to the 
desert, made up of a myriad of environments that may 
appear harsh and dangerous to the uninitiated. The 
Nanda share a deep connection with the land and 
waters of this region, particularly the Murchison River, 
the mouth of which was an important meeting place.

Today’s Nanda identify themselves under Nanda 
traditional law and custom, sharing a common  
history and language. They descend from a group  
of six ancestors: Jilba, Venus, Mary Jane Batt, Brindy,  
Alice McMurray and Polly. 

In 2018, a Native Title determination recognised that this 
is Nanda country and returned the land to its original 
custodians. The Nanda welcome you to their country  
and hope to share their culture and history with you. N
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apa – water         •         wajilu – thirsty         •         ngutijada – bathing         •         wilu – river         •         ngala – to drink

Apa is Life
This is Gidamarra Spring, an important source  
of apa (water), birthing site and camping ground  
for Nanda. 

It is part of a network of springs, rivers and creeks that 
runs through Nanda country, a myriad of water sources 
that make up its heart and soul. These places provide 
vital water and plentiful food in the form of bush tucker. 

As much as water keeps people alive, it also brings 
people together.

Think of Nanda family groups of the past and present, 
who gathered around springs to share food, trade goods 
and tell stories of the land. Think of early European 
settlers, like the survivors of the Zuytdorp shipwreck or 
Lieutenant George Grey, who sought help from Nanda 
people at the mouth of the Murchison River. And think 
of Kalbarri, established in 1951, that drew people to its 
idyllic waters and gave the town its beginnings.

FRONT-ON VIEW SIDE VIEW

Apa is Life

Sign tag:
G_1.02

Sign type:
Angled Interpretive Sign

Other notes:
Artwork is placeholder only. It is indicative 
of the space available for artwork.

apa – water         •         wajilu – thirsty         •         ngutijada – bathing         •         wilu – river         •         ngala – to drink

Apa is Life
This is Gidamarra Spring, an important source  
of apa (water), birthing site and camping ground  
for Nanda. 

It is part of a network of springs, rivers and creeks that 
runs through Nanda country, a myriad of water sources 
that make up its heart and soul. These places provide 
vital water and plentiful food in the form of bush tucker. 

As much as water keeps people alive, it also brings 
people together.

Think of Nanda family groups of the past and present, 
who gathered around springs to share food, trade goods 
and tell stories of the land. Think of early European 
settlers, like the survivors of the Zuytdorp shipwreck or 
Lieutenant George Grey, who sought help from Nanda 
people at the mouth of the Murchison River. And think 
of Kalbarri, established in 1951, that drew people to its 
idyllic waters and gave the town its beginnings.
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SIDE FRONT SIDE BACK

Kurlanu
/prəˈnaˈns/

A bush potato/bush onion that 
has a big, long hard stem with 
a yellow or red flower on top. 
When the flower falls off,  
you can pick the fruit and  
eat the pink flesh.

adum
ba – w

attle tree

w
agudu – quandong

Kurlanu
anrp/ ns/

A bush potato/bush onion that

 

has a big, long hard stem with 

 

you can pick the fruit and

  

FRONT-ON VIEW

Kurlanu Panel

Sign tag:
G_2.01

Sign type:
Post-mounted sign

Other notes:
Artwork is placeholder only. It is indicative 
of the space available for artwork.

Space left underneath the Nanda words  
for the phonetic pronunciation. 
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SIDE FRONT SIDE BACK

Ajuga 
/prəˈnaˈns/

The name for two types  
of plant. The ones with  
yellow flowers have beans  
that taste like starfruit.  
The other grows really big 
yams deep underground.

thalha – oyster

bardi – grubs

Kurlanu
anrp/ ns/

A bush potato/bush onion that

 

has a big, long hard stem with 

 

you can pick the fruit and

  

FRONT-ON VIEW

Ajuga 
/prəˈnaˈns/

The name for two types  
of plant. The ones with  
yellow flowers have beans  
that taste like starfruit.  
The other grows really big 
yams deep underground.

Ajuga Panel

Sign tag:
G_2.02

Sign type:
Post-mounted sign

Other notes:
Artwork is placeholder only. It is indicative 
of the space available for artwork.

Space left underneath the Nanda words  
for the phonetic pronunciation. 
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SIDE FRONT SIDE BACK

Ngatjku 
/prəˈnaˈns/

The stems are hollow and 
similar to a spring onion. When 
you dig them out you should 
dig to one side of the stalk 
trying not to cut it as this is a 
guide to the yam.

w
itu – seeds

palharda – bobtail

Kurlanu
anrp/ ns/

A bush potato/bush onion that

 

has a big, long hard stem with 

 

you can pick the fruit and

  

FRONT-ON VIEW

Ngatjku 
/prəˈnaˈns/

The stems are hollow and 
similar to a spring onion. When 
you dig them out you should 
dig to one side of the stalk 
trying not to cut it as this is a 
guide to the yam.

Ngatjku Panel

Sign tag:
G_2.03

Sign type:
Post-mounted sign

Other notes:
Artwork is placeholder only. It is indicative 
of the space available for artwork.

Space left underneath the Nanda words  
for the phonetic pronunciation. 
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SIDE FRONT SIDE BACK

Karlaya  
/prəˈnaˈns/

The Nanda word for an emu,  
of which the meat is very rich.  
One egg provides a very  
good meal. 

m
ugunya – saltbush

citkada – bobtail

Kurlanu
anrp/ ns/

A bush potato/bush onion that

 

has a big, long hard stem with 

 

you can pick the fruit and

  

FRONT-ON VIEW

Karlaya  
/prəˈnaˈns/

The Nanda word for an emu,  
of which the meat is very rich.  
One egg provides a very  
good meal. 

Karlaya Panel

Sign tag:
G_2.04

Sign type:
Post-mounted sign

Other notes:
Artwork is placeholder only. It is indicative 
of the space available for artwork.

Space left underneath the Nanda words  
for the phonetic pronunciation. 
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SIDE FRONT SIDE BACK

Parduda/ 
Nerren Nerren 
/prəˈnaˈns/

A Malleefowl which is 
good tucker but now very 
rare. Nanda law says that if 
something was getting rare, 
then you don’t hunt it.

pilyandi – red grevillea

w
andidu – frog

Kurlanu
anrp/ ns/

A bush potato/bush onion that

 

has a big, long hard stem with 

 

you can pick the fruit and

  

FRONT-ON VIEW

Parduda/ 
Nerren Nerren 
/prəˈnaˈns/

A Malleefowl which is 
good tucker but now very 
rare. Nanda law says that if 
something was getting rare, 
then you don’t hunt it.

Parduda/Nerren  
Nerren Panel

Sign tag:
G_2.05

Sign type:
Post-mounted sign

Other notes:
Artwork is placeholder only. It is indicative 
of the space available for artwork.

Space left underneath the Nanda words  
for the phonetic pronunciation. 
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SIDE FRONT SIDE BACK

Yawarda 
/prəˈnaˈns/

Translation for Kangaroo,  
which are hunted for their  
food and pelts.

m
atha – bush carrot

m
ardida – kingfish

Kurlanu
anrp/ ns/

A bush potato/bush onion that

 

has a big, long hard stem with 

 

you can pick the fruit and

  

FRONT-ON VIEW

Yawarda 
/prəˈnaˈns/

Translation for Kangaroo,  
which are hunted for their  
food and pelts.

Yawarda Panel

Sign tag:
G_2.06

Sign type:
Post-mounted sign

Other notes:
Artwork is placeholder only. It is indicative 
of the space available for artwork.

Space left underneath the Nanda words  
for the phonetic pronunciation. 



THANK YOU

We look forward to hearing your feedback

We'd love to chat!

08 9227 9396 
creativespaces.com.au

7/1 Almondbury Rd 
Mount Lawley WA 6050


